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Selfies and Zombies 

Or the new universals of: 
 • the global village 
 • post-millennial culture 
 • a species lost in space 



Selfies and Zombies 



Selfies and Zombies 



Confronting Nothingness	


Via our freedom, we must 
confront and fill:	


•  Lacks	

•  Voids	

•  Emptinesses	

•  Nothingnesses	

in three worlds we inhabit	
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SCIENCE	
 Apollo, Earthrise	

evolution, big bang,	

cosmic acceleration,	

vast emptinesses	


Non-centrality leads to 
nihilism 	

• no metanarrative	
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“Earthrise” 1968                        Original Earthrise	




Apollo 8	


“Earthrise” 1968                               Earthfall?	




Earth Selfie?	




Apollo TV broadcast to 1 billion people 

What did the astronauts do?	




Apollo TV broadcast to 1 billion people 

Read opening verses of “Genesis”...	




Apollo TV broadcast to 1 billion people 
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Breakdown of secular 
metanarratives	


1979	

Society losing belief and 

confidence in:	

•  Progress	

•  Science	

•  Enlightenment	

•  Shared purpose	




Breakdown of secular 
metanarratives	


Knowledge and Science:	

–  Fragmentation, hyper-

specialization, 
uncertainty, etc.	


People embracing micro 
narratives	
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Globalization reigns … 
Universals are in retreat.	
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The Wild State 	


Globalization reigns … 
Universals are in retreat.	


The quest for meaning and 
identity has returned to 
“the wild state.”	


Sheriff Grimes “goin’ cowboy” 
The Walking Dead 
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LYOTARD	
 Hyper-specialization, 
fragment, uncertainty	


Breakdown of meta- 
narratives, rise of micro 	


BAUDRILLARD	
 Return to “wild 
state,” tribalization	


Globalization reigns,	

universals in retreat	


SELFIES	


ZOMBIES	




Apollo 8	


“Earthrise” 1968                               Earthfall?	




Hypertext debuts ���
The future of computers, media	


December 1968                               December 1968 



Cyberspace counters outer space	


December 1968                               December 1968 
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Human selfie counters cosmic selfie	
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“Someday you’ll be a star”	


December 1968                                    1968-1969 

	




“Someday you’ll be a star”	




… in a galaxy of 200 billion stars	




… in a cosmos of 200 billion galaxies	




Filling the void in cosmic meaning	
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Zombies rise just before Earthrise	
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Zombies rise just before Earthrise	
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What triggered the zombie apocalypse?	


    October 1968                                



What triggered the zombie apocalypse?	


    October 1968                                

•  A malfunctioning 
satellite from Venus 

•  Space exploration sets 
off the zombie 
apocalypse… 
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 Wild state, savage,	
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None	
 Center of everything,	

bio-viral destiny	




Confronting the Nothingness	




What are most humans doing since 1968? 

Acting like Zombies? 



What are most humans doing since 1968? 

Acting like Zombies? 
• Devouring Earth’s 

resources and 
destroying ecosystems. 

• Waging tribal warfare 
all over the planet. 



What are most humans doing since 1968? 

Acting like Zombies? 
• Devouring Earth’s 

resources and 
destroying ecosystems. 

• Waging tribal warfare 
all over the planet. 

• Embracing creationism, 
anti-intellectualism … 

• Seeking identities in 
“special” tribes. 
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