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the world. This is as marvelous as being 
there at the beginning.” 	
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Mayan “Prophecy”	




Maya media hysteria	
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% of humans who believed this 
would happen on December 21	


•  China: 	

•  America: 	

•  Russia: 	

•  Canada:	

•  Great Britain:	

•  Germany: 	

•  Global total: 	


Different survey: Reuters-Ipsos, 2012.	




% of humans who believed this 
would happen on December 21	


•  China: 20%	

•  America: 12%	

•  Russia: 13%	

•  Canada: 9%	

•  Great Britain: 7%	

•  Germany: 4%	

•  Global total: 10%	

•  700 million people total	


Different survey: Reuters-Ipsos, 2012.	




Penn Museum of ���
Archaeology and Anthropology	


/	




Maya calendar was cyclical	


Extending into the past and future billions of years.	




The Maya Did Not Predict the End���
We Did	




The Maya Did Not Predict the End ���
We Did	


Doom was to come on Friday, December 21, 2012. 	




Mayan “Prophecy”	




	




Why Do Doomsdays Replicate	


•  “prophecy”	

2. The end of the world 

will not happen	

•  science	

3. The end of the world 

has already happened!	

• philosophy, cosmology	
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2. The end of the world 

will not happen.	

•  mostly science	

3. The end of the world 

has already happened!	

• philosophy, cosmology	
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Or Prophecy of the “End Times”…	




Preventing Doomsday	




Mapping Doomsday	
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Mapping Doomsday	




Mocking Doomsday	




Ebola exponential?	








•  Steven Rea	

•  Philadelphia Inquirer 

film critic	

•  Article from 2013.	




2013: Summer of Doom	




2013: Summer of Doom	


The zombie apocalypse begins in Philly!	




2013: Summer of Doom	




2014: More Summer of Doom	




2014: More Summer of Doom	




The year 2000	


•  In latter half of the 
20th century, “2000” 
was:	

–  symbol for age of 

science, technology, 
cultural, and human 
improvement.	


Times Square, 2000	




The first decade of new millennium	


•  Memes of “doom and 
gloom” filled our 
media environments.	


•  TIME	

•  November 24, 2009	




The History Channel	


•  “Armageddon week”	

•  Doomsday 2012 	

•  Nostradamus Effect	

•  7 Signs of Apocalypse	




National Geographic Channel	






Science TV and the Apocalypse	

•  History Channel 

 - The Universe  
 - Comets: Prophets of Doom 

• PBS Nova  
 - Warnings from the Ice 
 - Terror in Space  

•  Weather Channel 
 - Weathering Disaster 

 - It Could Happen Tomorrow 
•  Science Channel 

 - Raging Planet 
 - Exodus Earth 
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The Universe: The History Channel	

•  Death by stars 

 - Season 2: “Supernova” 
 - Season 1: “The End of the Earth: Deep 
Space Threats to Our Planet” 

•   Death by collision  
 - Season 2: “Cosmic Collisions” 
 - Season 4: “Ten Ways to Destroy Earth” 

•   Death by universal annihilation  
 - Big Rip, Big Crunch, Big Chill theories 
 - Season 2: “Cosmic Apocalypse” 
 - “The End of the Earth” 



•  “Everything that we 
know, time, space, and 
matter are doomed.” 

•  “Here comes the cosmic 
apocalypse!”  

 - Narrator 

• “Any life that depends on 
sunlight will rapidly go 
extinct.”  

  - Neil deGrasse Tyson 

“Cosmic Apocalypse” 

Episode from The Universe.	




• “Any life that depends on 
sunlight will rapidly go 
extinct.”  

“Cosmic Apocalypse” 



“The Immortals”	


•  How civilizations have 
or could perish:	

–  Supernova	

–  Asteroid	

–  Supervolcano	


•  Invisible	

–  viruses, bacteria, 

diseases	


Episode from Cosmos	




“The Immortals”	


•  What will save our 
civilization, species, 
and ecosystems?	
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world… end of 
something bad	
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Theological “Prophecy” 	


•  “Left Behind” series	

–  60 million books sold	

–  End times are coming 

very soon …	


•  Repent and go to 
heaven …or go to hell.	




Believe world will end ���
in their lifetime	


•  Americans: 	


•  Citizens from 20 other 
nations: 	


•  Reuters/Ipsos, 2012	
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nations: 14%	


•  Reuters/Ipsos, 2012	




“End of the World” Memes	


Reach far back in human history.	




Earlier “End of the World” Meme	


360 B.C.E.	




Earliest “End of the World” Meme?	


•  Epic of Gilgamesh	

–  From Babylonia	

–  2000-1500 B.C.E	


•  Myth of “Great Flood”	

•  Might be related to 

melting of glaciers 
10,000 years ago…	




Barringer Meteor Crater, Arizona	


Almost one mile wide … 550 feet deep … 50,000 years old.	




Near Earth Objects (NEOs)	


•  Earth has been hit and will 
be hit again.	


•  Only a matter of time.	

•  When?	
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Think of it this way	


•  Humans spent:	


•  $4 million on finding 
NEOs in 2009.	


•  $550 million watching 
Armageddon in 1998.	




Science and Ecological Theory	




Technology and Science	




The End in the “Future”	




Cultural Theory	




Hollywood and the media	




Extraterrestrial apocalypse	


1953                                               1951	




Nuclear apocalypse	


1964                                               1962	




Can 007 Prevent the Nuclear Apocalypse?	


1964                                              1965	






Nuclear apocalypse	


•  2012	

•  Documentary about 

the danger of nuclear 
weapons today.	




Techno-cultural apocalypse	


1967                                               1981	




Technological apocalypse	


1971                                               1999	




Resource apocalypse	


1973                                               2008	




Ecological apocalypse	


2004                                               2009	




Ecological apocalypse	


•  Documentary about 
global warming	


•  2006	




Biological apocalypse	


2006                                               2007	




Cultural/Philosophical Apocalypse	


          1999                                   2009                                          	




Cultural apocalypse	


2012                                             2013                                                 	




Zombie apocalypse	


1956                                               1968	




Zombie apocalypse	


TV show, 2011                              Book,  2013	




Cosmic apocalypse	


Book and documentary series, 2011                                        	




More 007 Apocalypse	


	
 	
 	
 	
                             2012	


•  ADELE’S THEME SONG:	

•  This is the end	

•  Hold your breath	

•  And count to ten	

•  Feel the earth move	


•  And then	

•  Hear my heart	

•  Burst again	

•  For this is the end	




More 007 Apocalypse	


	
 	
 	
 	
                            	


•  ADELE’S THEME SONG:	

•  I’ve drowned and dreamt	

•  This moment	

•  So overdue I owe them	

•  Swept away	


•  I’m stolen	

•  Let the sky fall	

•  When it crumbles	

•  We will stand tall	

•  Face it all together	




Doomsday scenarios provide 	


ENDS	

1. Warning	


2. Fear of the Future	


BEGINNINGS	

1.  Transformation of 

consciousness	


2. Clean Slate	

	
• A do-over for society for 
the human species	




Doomsday scenarios provide 	


ENDS	

1. Warning	


2. Fear of the Future	


BEGINNINGS	

1.  Transformation of 

consciousness	


2. Clean Slate	

	
• A do-over for society for 
the human species	


A sense of a shared destiny.	




Most scenarios tap into ���
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Most scenarios tap into ���
a third human need/drive 	


•  Cosmic centrality … 
as promised by 
theisms and various 
prophecies. 	




Subtle Cosmic Centrality?	


•  Americans: 22%	


•  Citizens from 20 other 
nations: 14%	




“Imagine the amazing good fortune of 
the generation that gets to see the end of 
the world. This is as marvelous as being 
there at the beginning.” 	


— Jean Baudrillard	
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Some scenarios tap into ���
a third human need/drive/fear 	


•  Cosmic centrality 	

•  v.	

•  No Centrality	

•  No Meaning to Human 

Existence	


Fight Club, 1999	




The End: cosmic apocalypse	


                     2011                                           2012	




The End: philosophical apocalypse	


 questions about the lack of meaning of human existence	




There are three possibilities	

3. The end of the world 

has already happened!	




The final possibility	

3. The end of the world 

has already happened!	


    the end of the world 
with humans at the 
center of the universe.	




“Earthrise”	


Modified to make us feel good                       Original	
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“Earthrise”	


Modified to make us feel good                       Original	


•  Until we learn to 
accept that world >>>	




We will face the end of 
the world, again and 
again.	




That’s why this book 
explores:	


•  Ends	

•  A New Beginning	



