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3. The end of the world 

has already happened!
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Recall the Mayan “prophecy”?

World supposed to end on December 21, 2012.



“Weather” for the Mayan “prophecy”

!"
! December 21, 2012



% of humans who believed “prophecy”  
would happen on December 21

•  America: 
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•  Russia: 
•  Canada:
•  Great Britain:
•  Germany: 
•  Global total: 

Reuters-Ipsos, 2012.
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% of humans who believed “prophecy”  
would happen on December 21

•  America: 12%
•  China: 20%
•  Russia: 13%
•  Canada: 9%
•  Great Britain: 7%
•  Germany: 4%
•  Global total: 10%
•  700 million people total

Reuters-Ipsos, 2012.



Complete Nonsense���
as are all so-called prophecies
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•  Evidence suggests a 
meteor helped wipe out 
the dinosaurs.

•  65 million years ago.
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Some Ways Our Species Could Die?

•  First decade of the new 
millennium, humans spent

•  Fraction of 1 cent per 
person finding comets...

•  $2100 per person on 
waging war.



Think of it this way

•  Humans spent:

•  $4 million on finding 
NEOs in 2009.



Think of it this way

•  Humans spent:

•  $4 million on finding 
NEOs in 2009.

•  $550 million watching 
Armageddon in 1998.
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Some Ways Our Species Could Die?

•  “Prophecy”
•  Biological 
•  Nuclear
•  Technological
•  Ecological
•  Cosmic

–  Supernova, gamma 
ray burst
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has already happened!



There are three possibilities

Our world is no longer 
the center of the 
universe





How Our Species Will Die?

•  Philosophical
–  Intellectual suicide



How Our Species Will Die?

•  Philosophical
–  Intellectual suicide

•  Cannot survive the loss 
of shared meaning and  
destiny for our species.



How Our Species Will Die?

•  Philosophical
–  Intellectual suicide

•  Cannot survive the loss 
of shared meaning and  
destiny for our species.

•  Caused by discovery of 
our cosmic non-
centrality



How Our Species Will Die?

•  Philosophical
–  Intellectual suicide

•  Failure to embrace:
–  We are not the center 

of the cosmos … not 
the center of life.

–  We are the center of 
nothing.
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•  Philosophical
–  New starting points

•  Humans share:
–  99% of the same DNA
–  Our bodies are made of 

the most common 
elements of the cosmos.


